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In “Handbook of Zoonoses: Iden-
tifi cation and Prevention,” authors 
Joann Colville and David L. Berryhill 
laud their book as an ideal reference 
for veterinarians, veterinary techni-
cians, and professional students, and 
as a general resource for healthcare 
professionals to help them understand 
and manage zoonotic diseases. Infor-
mation on common, and currently top-
ical, zoonoses are included; the book 
addresses diseases caused by bacteria, 
viruses, parasites, fungi, and prions. 
For each disease, a common set of 
concepts are covered: the degree of 
illness and death associated with the 
disease; the etiology, hosts, and routes 
of transmission; a brief description of 
the disease manifestation in various 
animal species and in humans; general 
guidance for treatment in both animals 
and humans; and recommendations for 
prevention. Although the authors pres-
ent some information on diseases that 
occur outside the United States, this 
handbook focuses more on diseases 
in the United States that readers may 
come into contact with or hear about 
on the news.

The terminology used to cover 
zoonotic diseases may be useful to 
healthcare professionals because ba-
sic information is provided in easily 
understandable language for lay pa-
tients and clients. As an actual source 
of information for healthcare profes-
sionals, however, this handbook is not 
as useful as other available texts. The 
book covers aspects of many of these 
diseases somewhat superfi cially and 

makes generalizations that could be 
misleading when examined in greater 
depth. This weakness is exacerbated 
by the fact that no references are pro-
vided, either as source data for citation 
or as pointers for readers looking for 
more information on a particular dis-
ease. Given the lack of overall detail 
in the handbook, this is a signifi cant 
shortcoming. And, while an overall 
goal of the book is to provide informa-
tion to help healthcare professionals 
manage zoonotic diseases, the authors 
do not present specifi c treatment guid-
ance or common differential diagnoses 
for the diseases covered. Instead, the 
authors provide the occasional piece 
of trivia about certain diseases cov-
ered in the handbook that a lay reader 
may fi nd engaging—that Ted Nugent 
wrote a song called “Cat Scratch Fe-
ver” and that rumors exist of a “Hol-
lywood Tapeworm Diet.” Overall, 
this handbook may be best suited for 
the lay person who has an interest in 
zoonotic diseases and some preexist-
ing knowledge of disease transmission 
and pathogenesis.
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Diagnostic testing for infectious 
diseases is an increasingly complex 
area of laboratory medicine. The 
microbial community continues to 
evolve and adapt to changing environ-
mental infl uences, and the distribution 
of human pathogens has become more 
global. Our recognition of the spec-
trum of microorganisms that cause 
invasive human disease has exploded 
with the use of culture-independent 
methods to detect and characterize 
pathogens. Clinicians, epidemiolo-
gists, and public health offi cials can 
benefi t from consultative interactions 
with laboratory professionals to assist 
with optimizing diagnostic test options 
and interpretation of test results. For 
technologists without access to board-
certifi ed laboratory professionals who 
can guide the work-up of infectious 
agents in a microbiology laboratory, a 
concise guide can be extremely ben-
efi cial.

In this handbook, J. Michael 
Miller, a highly experienced clinical 
microbiologist, distills a great deal of 
information into 120 pages, largely 
formatted as tables and fl owcharts. 
Molecular methods for detecting or 
identifying microorganisms are no-
tably absent, which may refl ect the 
author’s intent to address readers who 
perform conventional diagnostic tests 
only. The handbook is divided into 3 
sections. Section 1 focuses on routine 
laboratory bench algorithms for iden-
tifying bacteria, fungi, and parasites. 
Although most of this information can 
be found in clinical microbiology text-
books, the fl owcharts are an easy ref-
erence, especially for medical technol-
ogists. Section 2 is entirely formatted 


