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first half of the year and a small increase in the second half.
If we assume that the increase in cases in the second half
of the year is not associated with drinking water, the bene-
fit of the intervention is 905 reported cases per year (the
average reduction in the first half of the year).

Not all cases of cryptosporidiosis in the community
are reported to national surveillance, and the ratio of
reported to community cases is estimated to be 7.4 (11).
This multiplier has uncertainties because it is based upon a
single study. If this multiplier is applied to our estimate of
905 cases, it implies 6,770 fewer cases of cryptosporidio-
sis in the community each year. Two recent reports have
suggested that even this multiplier may be an underesti-
mate (12,13).

We have presented evidence that new drinking water
regulations implemented in England and Wales during
2000 led to significantly fewer cryptosporidiosis cases in
the first half of the year with no significant change in the
second half of the year. We estimate a reduction in report-
ed cases of 905 per year or ≈6,770 cases in the communi-
ty each year. These findings indicate that regulations such
as those implemented in England and Wales can have a
significant public health benefit in reducing cases of
cryptosporidiosis.
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All those years–almost a hundred–
the farm had hard water.
Hard orange. Buckets lined in orange.
Sink and tub and toilet, too,
once they got running water.
And now, in less than a lifetime,
just by changing the well's location,

in the same yard, mind you,
the water's soft, clear, delicious to drink.
All those years to shake your head over.
Look how sweet life has become;
you can see it in the couple who live here,
their calmness as they sit at their table,
the beauty as they offer you new water to drink.
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