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Kaposi [kah'po-she, kap’o-sé] sarcoma

First described by dermatologist Moritz Kaposi (1837-1902) at the University of Vienna in 1872. Dr Kaposi’s
last name was originally Kohn, but to distinguish himself from other physicians of the same name, he chose a new
name in honor of the Kapos River, near his birthplace, Kaposvar, Hungary. The condition he described, Kaposi
sarcoma, is a malignant tumor of the lymphatic endothelium, characterized by bluish-red cutaneous nodules.

Human herpesvirus 8 has been implicated in its etiology.

Source: Dorland’s illustrated medical dictionary, 31st ed. Philadelphia: Saunders; 2007; http://www.hemoctoday.com/article.

aspx?rid=31545
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