patients. The authors reported that
a case—control study was underway,
and we look forward to seeing the
results of that investigation to better
understand the magnitude of AK cases
associated with CMP use.
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New Infectious
Diseases and
Industrial Food
Animal Production

To the Editor: Cutler et al. bring
welcome attention to the importance
of new and reemerging zoonotic dis-
eases in the industrialized world (1).
However, they make no mention of
industrialized systems of food animal
production, major sources of antimi-
crobial drug—resistant bacterial patho-
gens (2) that are among the most glob-
ally prevalent and emerging infectious
diseases (3). These systems have prac-
tices characterized by crowded and
unsanitary confinement of animals and
routine use of antimicrobial agents in
animal feeds (2). For example, in the
same issue, Dutil et al. (3) reported on
increases in ceftiofur resistance in Sal-
monella enterica isolates from food,
which they associate with use of this
drug in broiler poultry production.

Recognition of the role of in-
dustrial food animal production in
driving vancomycin resistance in
enterococci prompted restrictions on
agricultural antimicrobial drug use in
the European Union; unfortunately,
few measures have been implement-
ed in the rest of the world (including
the United States) (4). Industrialized
food animal production is now as-
sumed to contribute to the emergence
of new strains of community-associ-
ated methicillin-resistant Staphylo-
coccus aureus with varying potential
for infecting humans (5). Because the
industrial model of food animal pro-
duction is rapidly expanding globally
(2), this source must be included in
surveillance, research, and tracking
programs for effective prevention of
emerging zoonotic disease.
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