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Etymologia

Klebsiella
[kleb´´el´?]

The genus Klebsiella, family Enterobacteriaceae, was named by V. Trevisan in 1885 in honor of German
bacteriologist Theodor Albrecht Edwin Klebs (1834–1913). Dr Klebs is known for his pioneering work
demonstrating that microorganisms are responsible for infectious diseases. He also studied the pathologic
and bacteriologic features of gunshot wounds; investigated tuberculosis and successfully transmitted the
disease to cattle; did research on the bacteriologic characteristics of malaria and anthrax; and, with Friedrich
A.J. Löffler in 1884, discovered the etiologic agent of diphtheria, first called the Klebs-Löffler bacillus (later
called Corynebacterium diphtheriae).
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