ABOUT THE COVER

Going to Work, this month’s cover art, was created to
fulfill a short-term commission from the War Artists Advisory Committee. It falls precisely within Lowry’s principal oeuvre. The artist fills the foreground with countless
anonymous factory workers trudging through the snow,
dutifully coalescing into distinct queues as they march toward the bulwark of grim buildings to begin manufacturing
machinery and motors at the iconic Mather & Platt foundry,
Manchester (which continued operating in some capacity
under various owners until July 2017). Crowded between
and before the buildings, numerous less-distinct figures
swell the ranks of workers toiling to support the war effort.
Viewers, as are Lowry’s workers, are inevitably drawn
toward the row of buildings dominating the center of the
painting. A single smudge of green partly obscured by the
double-decker bus suggests a lone tree. Wires stretch across
the top of the canvas, and hovering ominously overhead, a
pair of barrage balloons offers modest defense from aerial
attacks on the factory compound.
Lowry did not consider art a medium for agitation or
activism. In his words, “To say the truth, I was not thinking
very much about the people. I did not care for them the way
a reformer does. They were part of a private beauty that
haunted me. I loved them and the houses in the same way,
as part of a vision. Had I drawn them as they are, it would
not have looked like a vision.”
When Lowry died of pneumonia on February 23,
1976, he was both wealthy and well known as an artist and
art collector. A few months after his death, the Royal Academy’s retrospective exhibition of his works achieved the
record number of visitors for any exhibition by a British
artist up to that time.
About 5 months after Lowry’s death, an outbreak of
a new type of pneumonia, now known as Legionnaires’
disease, occurred among attendees at an American Legion
convention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA. Legionella bacteria can cause Legionnaires’ disease or Pontiac
fever, collectively known as legionellosis. Legionella bacteria are found naturally in freshwater environments but
can infect humans when they grow and spread in manufactured water systems.

Viruses, bacteria, and fungi can all cause pneumonia. Many of those factory workers who inspired Lowry’s
nameless matchstick men may have also died of the disease that ultimately took Lowry. In the 3rd edition of his
classic textbook The Principles and Practice of Medicine
(1898), Sir William Osler describes pneumonia as “the old
man’s friend,” because death from pneumonia seemed to
involve less obvious agony than other common causes of
death. Despite the availability of vaccines and antibiotics
and the remarkable advances in respiratory care, pneumonia continues to affect hundreds of millions of people, old
and young, in all parts of the world and also remains the
single largest cause of child deaths worldwide.
Bibliography
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

8.
9.

Art UK. Laurence Stephen Lowry (1887–1976) [cited 2017
Sep 20]. https://artuk.org/discover/artists/lowry-laurencestephen-18871976
News BBC. Queen’s honours: people who have turned them
down named [cited 2017 Sep 24]. http://www.bbc.com/news/
uk-16736495
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Legionella
(Legionnaires’ disease and Pontiac fever) [cited 2017 Sep 24].
https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Pneumonia [cited
2017 Sep 24]. https://www.cdc.gov/pneumonia/
Hudson M. LS Lowry: there’s more to him than matchstick men
[cited 2017 Sep 20]. http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/art/
art-features/10111183/LS-Lowry-theres-more-to-him-thanmatchstick-men.html
The Lowry. His life [cited 2017 Sep 20]. https://www.thelowry.com/
events/ls-lowry/the-life
Lozano R, Naghavi M, Foreman K, Lim S, Shibuya K, Aboyans V,
et al. Global and regional mortality from 235 causes of death for 20
age groups in 1990 and 2010: a systematic analysis for the Global
Burden of Disease Study 2010. Lancet. 2012;380:2095–128.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(12)61728-0
Winsor & Newton. The colour palette of L.S Lowry [cited 2017
Sep 24]. http://www.winsornewton.com/na/discover/articles-andinspiration/the-colour-palette-of-lowry
Wullschlager J. LS Lowry: the industrial revolution. The
Financial Times [cited 2017 Sep 20]. https://www.ft.com/content/
d2534a80-dd8e-11e2-a756-00144feab7de

Address for correspondence: Byron Breedlove, EID Journal, Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, 1600 Clifton Rd NE, Mailstop C19,
Atlanta, GA 30329-4027, USA; email: wbb1@cdc.gov

Corrections: Vol. 23, No. 9
Norovirus genogroups were referred to incorrectly in the abstract of Norovirus in Bottled Water Associated with
Gastroenteritis Outbreak, Spain, 2016 (A. Blanco et al.). The article has been corrected online (https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/
eid/article/23/9/16-1489_article).
A link to Table 2 online was incorrect in the print and PDF versions of Real-Time Whole-Genome Sequencing for
Surveillance of Listeria monocytogenes, France (A. Moura et al.). The PDF of the article has been corrected online
(https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/23/9/17-0336_article).
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