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Effectiveness of Preventive Therapy for 
Persons Exposed at Home to Drug-

Resistant Tuberculosis, Karachi, Pakistan 
Appendix 

Appendix Table 1. Characteristics of household contacts in whom incident tuberculosis occurred in study of preventive therapy for 
persons exposed at home to drug-resistant tuberculosis, Karachi, Pakistan* 

 
No. Age Sex 

Time on 
PT Regimen 

No. 
household 
members 

on PT 
Time to TB 

development 
Type of 

TB 
TB Tx 

outcome Comments 
1 19 y F 5 mo Levofloxacin 750 

mg and 
ethionamide 500 

mg 

5 16 mo RR-TB Lost to 
follow up 

Variable compliance 
with PT because of 
adverse events. 3 

members of household 
had TB disease. 

2 15 y F 6 mo Levofloxacin 750 
mg and 

ethionamide 500 
mg 

6 19 mo DS-TB 
(culture 

negative) 

Completed 
treatment 

2 members of the 
family on concurrent 

TB treatment and 
failing treatment. 

*DS-TB, drug-susceptible tuberculosis; PT, preventive therapy; RR-TB, rifampin-resistant tuberculosis; TB, tuberculosis; Tx, treatment. 
 
 
Appendix Table 2. Risk comparison of effectiveness of tuberculosis preventive therapy in published studies, in study of persons 
exposed at home to drug-resistant tuberculosis* 

Characteristic 
Becerra et al. 2013 

(1) 
Fox et al. 2013 

(2) 
Reichler et al. 

2019 (3) 
Martin-Sanchez 
et al. 2019 (4) 

Sloot et al. 
2014 (5) 

Saunders et 
al. 2017 (6) 

No. of expected cases 6.2 2.3 18.9 14.3 4.2 7.3 
Expected risk 3.6% at 2 y 1.4% at 2 y 11.0% at 5 y 8.3% at 5 y 2.4% at 2 y 4.3% at 2.5 y 
RR (95% CI) 0.32 (0.08–1.3) 0.85 (0.21–3.4) 0.11 (0.03–

0.43) 
0.14 (0.03–0.68) 0.48 (0.10–

2.2) 
0.27 (0.07–

1.1) 
Risk diff per 100 
persons (95% CI) 

−2.5 (–4.1 to –0.76) 
 

−0.2 (–1.8 to 1.4) 
 

−9.8 (–13.1 to 
–6.5) 

−7.2 (–13.8 to  
–0.59) 

−1.3 (–3.5 to 
–0.98) 

−3.1 (–5.0 to 
–1.2) 

NNT 41 573 11 14 78 32 
Preventive fraction in 
exposed 

67.8% 14.6% 89.4% 86.1% 51.9% 72.8% 

*NNT, number needed to treat; RR, risk ratio. 
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