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Supplemental Methods 

Study inclusion criteria were 1) first reverse transcription PCR (RT-PCR)–positive 

respiratory specimen taken during pregnancy, 2) age of 10–53 years, 3) known coronavirus 

disease symptom onset date, 4) known trimester of infection, and 5) known date of first positive 

respiratory specimen. This activity was reviewed by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, determined to be a nonresearch, public health surveillance activity, and was 

conducted consistent with applicable federal law and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

policy (1). 

Supplemental Results 

Seven percent (7.0%) of recurrent positive (RP) persons had >1 underlying condition 

(obesity, chronic lung disease, hypertension, diabetes, cardiovascular disease, or 

immunosuppressive condition) compared with 25.6% of not recurrent persons (Table in main 

text, https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/EID/article/28/4/21-2354-T1.htm). We hypothesized that RP 

persons would have other underlying conditions that would affect their immune status besides 

pregnancy, but this finding could also be explained by the fact that the not recurrent cohort likely 

contained some undetected RPs. In all but 1 of the 142 RP persons, symptom onset occurred 

before known circulation (December 20, 2020) of severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 

2 variants of interest or concern (2). 
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