
In Response: We appreciate Minhaj et al. for 
their correspondence regarding our experience treat-
ing an imported case of monkeypox from an interna-
tional traveler (1). Their letter reaffirms the instruc-
tive points of our case: monkeypox poses a diagnostic 
challenge because its clinical presentation shares fea-
tures with a variety of additional infectious diseases, 
including varicella zoster virus (the infection we ini-
tially suspected), and prompt coordination with pub-
lic health officials is critical for diagnosing, treating, 
and mitigating secondary spread.

Since our report of monkeypox in November 
2021, there have been outbreaks of monkeypox 
throughout multiple countries (2), including one 
case identified in the United States (3). Monkeypox 
had never previously been diagnosed in several of 
these countries and, remarkably, in only 1 of these 
cases (4) was there a history of travel to a monkey-
pox-endemic country, in direct contrast to nearly all 
prior cases that have been reported outside of Af-
rica (5–7), which were epidemiologically linked to a 
monkeypox-endemic region.

In our case report (8), we had concluded that 
monkeypox had become clinically relevant within 
the confines of a travel-related illness. However, 
the additional cases diagnosed since November 
2021 strongly suggest that community transmis-
sion is now occurring, and a history of travel to a 
monkeypox-endemic country is no longer prerequi-
site to contracting this disease. Community preva-
lence rates remain unknown, so healthcare provid-
ers should consider monkeypox in any patient who 
manifests with fever and lymphadenopathy accom-
panied by a disseminated vesicular, pustular, or 
umbilicated rash. Under those conditions, the pro-
vider should immediately initiate infection control 
and contact public health authorities. Monkeypox 
is an emerging zoonotic disease with incompletely 
appreciated clinical features, and healthcare provid-
ers should be made aware of its increasingly wide-
spread incidence. 
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