News and Notes

one to apple cider. FoodNet has also provided the
infrastructure for conducting active surveillance
for new and reemerging diseases. When an
association between bovine spongiform encepha-
lopathy in cattle and variant-Creutzfeldt-Jakob
disease in humans was suspected in the United
Kingdom, EIP personnel conducted surveillance
for this rare human disease. EIP personnel also
collaborated in the investigation of a multistate
outbreak of Cyclospora infections associated with
consumption of raspberries from Guatemala.

Future FoodNet Projects

Several projects in 1997 will focus on
Campylobacter, including a case-control study to
determine the risk factors for infection and
determination of antibiotic resistance patterns
among Campylobacter strains.

Collaborative FoodNet investigators will estab-
lish active surveillance for hemolytic uremic
syndrome, a serious complication of E. coli O157:H7
infection.

FoodNet Working Group*

*Frederick Angulo, David Swerdlow, Robert Tauxe,
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Services); Sue Shallow, Gretchen Rothrock, Pam Daily,
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(Georgia Department of Human Resources); Monica

Farley, Wendy Baughman, Molly Bardsley, Suzanne
Segler, Shama Desai (Georgia EIP); James Hadler, Pat

Mshar (Connecticut Department of Public Health);
Ruthanne Marcus, Terry Fiorentino (Connecticut EIP);
Michael Osterholm, Craig Hedberg, Jeff Bender, Julie
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Department of Health); Paul Cieslak, John Townes,

Beletshachew Shiferaw, Maureen Cassidy, Theresa
McGivern, Regina Stanton (Oregon Health Division);

Diane Dwyer, Peggy Pass (Maryland Department of

Health and Mental Hygiene); and Dale Morse, Julia
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Altekruse (FDA-CFSAN).
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The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, the Council of State and Territorial
Epidemiologists, the American Society for
Microbiology, and the National Foundation for
CDC, along with more than 50 agencies and
organizations are cosponsoring the 1998 Interna-
tional Conference on Emerging Infectious
Diseases. This conference will offer new
opportunities for education, collaboration, and
partnership with colleagues worldwide to explore
the most current research, surveillance, and
prevention and control programs addressing all
aspects of emerging infectious diseases. Atten-
dance is limited to 2,500 participants.

The meeting will consist of general and
plenary sessions, symposia, and roundtables
with invited speakers, presentations on emerg-
ing infections activities, oral and poster
presentations based on submission of an accepted
abstract, and exhibits. Conference topics will
include work on surveillance, epidemiology,
research, communication, training, and preven-
tion and control of emerging infectious diseases,
aswell asemergency preparedness and response.

Abstracts should address new, reemerging,
and drug-resistant infectious diseases that affect
human health. Deadline for abstract submission
is October 31, 1997. Information on later
submission of abstracts for consideration as late
breakers is included in the program materials.
For additional information, access announce-
ments at www.cdc.gov/ncidod/EID/eid.htm or the
National Center for Infectious Diseases
(www.cdc.gov/ncidod/whatsnew.htm), send an e-
mail to meetinginfo@asmusa.org, or call 202-
942-9248. Proceedings of the conference will
be published in the Emerging Infectious
Diseases journal.
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