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Appendix

Appendix Table 1. Crude and adjusted odds of illness-related chronic absenteeism among U.S. school aged children (5-17 y) with
prior COVID-19 iliness, National Health Interview Survey, 2022—2023*

Crude OR Adjusted OR Sensitivity 1, Sensitivity 2,
Characteristic (95% CI) (95% Cht aOR (95% Cyt aOR (95% CI)t
Exposure: Ever Long COVID (ref. never Long COVID) 3.1(1.8,5.3) 2.5(1.5,4.3) 2.4 (1.4,4.2) 2.3(1.4,4.0)

Potential covariates

Age (centered at 12 y) 1.0 (1.0, 1.1) NA NA NA

Female sex (ref. male) 0.9(0.7,1.2) NA NA NA

Hispanic (ref. other) 2.1(1.3,34) 1.3(0.8,2.1) 1.3(0.8,2.2) 1.3(0.8, 2.3)
Non-Hispanic White (ref. other) 1.7 (1.1, 3.8) 2.4 (1.5, 3.7) 2.5(1.6, 3.9) 2.3(1.5,3.7)
High school diploma or less (ref. BA degree or higher) 1.6 (1.1,2.4) 1.9(1.3,2.9) 1.9(1.4,4.2) 1.8(1.2,2.7)
Some college (ref. BA degree or higher) 22(1.5,3.1) 2.3(1.6, 3.3) 22(1.2,2.8) 2.1(1.5,3.7)
Chronic health condition(s)f 2.1(1.5,3.1) NA 2.0 (1.4, 3.0) 1.9 (1.3, 2.8)

(ref. no chronic health conditions)
Neurodevelopmental condition(s)§ 24(1.7,3.3) NA NA 1.9(1.3,2.7)
(ref. no neurodevelopmental conditions)

*Data are from 4,587 children with prior COVID-19 illness and non-missing information about sick days. Chronic absence from school for health
reasons was defined as missing 18 or more days of school due to iliness or injury during the 12 mo preceding the survey (compared to 0-17 d).
Parents of children with prior COVID-19 (mild, moderate, or severe symptoms or unknown symptom severity during acute illness [2022] and all
children with prior COVID-19 irrespective of acute illness symptom severity [2023]) were asked about ongoing symptoms (“Did [child] have any
symptoms lasting 3 months or longer that [she/he] did not have prior to having COVID-19?"). Those with an affirmative response were classified as
ever experienced Long COVID. Goodness of fit for the models (Harrell's C statistic) are as follows: 0.53 for the model with only Long COVID; 0.63 for
the adjusted model with Long COVID, race/ethnicity, and parental education; 0.64 for the model with Long COVID, race/ethnicity, parental education,
and chronic health conditions; and 0.65 for the model with Long COVID, race/ethnicity, parental education, chronic health conditions, and
neurodevelopmental conditions. aOR, adjusted odds ratio; NA, not applicable; OR, odds ratio.

TAdjusted ORs control for other indicators in the table.

FChronic health conditions include asthma, prediabetes, and diabetes.

§Neurodevelopmental conditions include autism, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, intellectual disability, learning disability, and developmental
delay.
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