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A bacterium is a unicellular prokaryotic 
microorganism, and bacteria is the plural 

form that refers to these organisms as a group, 
historically classified within the former Mo-
nera kingdom. The term bacteria derives from 
Greek baktērion (βακτήριον), meaning small 
staff or cane, describing rod-like forms ob-
served in early microscopic studies. Christian  
Gottfried Ehrenberg introduced the term bac-
terium in 1838, before modern bacteriology, 
and bacteria later became the plural form. 
Once viewed as microscopic plants, bacteria 
were later recognized as a distinct group of 
prokaryotic life and are now essential in eco-
logic processes, biotechnology, and public 
health, as beneficial or pathogenic agents.
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