
Instead of hatch marks, use a pale 
color or gray tinting to indicate  
affected regions.

Avoid bolded text. Use sans-serif font 
(Calibri or Ariel). Do not use italic type 
except for genus/species names or  
reference numbers.

Do not place panel letters on images. Scale bars should not 
show numeric values; the bar is sufficient for the graphic.

Do not use 3-D  
effect on bars. Use 
flat planes for bar 
charts, and  
eliminate rules 
within the graphic. 
Do not place keys on 
top of images.



Do not mix image formats in a figure.  
These examples mingle charts, dendrograms, and tables.



Slanted or vertical text (except y-axis labels) is not permitted. Text must read right 
to left, horizontally. This figure also mingles disparate elements.



Above: Avoid rules within 
charts. This figure also  
mingles disparate elements.
Left: a figure with blurry, 
low-resolution images.


